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perfect hog tonic. So far as known it has never been discovered and is not likely to be.
While one may agree that all this is true, it is well to peep behind the scenes and learn what actually takes place on many farms. A horse in the barn is suffering from colic. Instead of calling a competent veterinarian, it is often customary to have on hand a bottle of colic medicine. The owner does not know that colic is merely a pain in the region of the abdomen. This pain may be due to one of several causes. The animal's intestines may have become twisted while rolling on the ground. This is an extremely painful disease and does not call for colic medicine. In fact, that would only serve to increase the pain and discomfort. A colic or the pains of colic are nothing more than the symptoms of a number of troubles that might be easily misconstrued. It might even be a gas colic. This condition prevails in man as well as in animals. Anyone who has suffered gas pains after an abdominal operation will understand what is meant. Most colic medicines are simple active cathartics and may actually kill an animal if used improperly. A sick horse in the throes of a severe colic requires expert help and not a shot-gun prescription.
The farm wife may have a flock of chickens. They do not lay as many eggs as she thinks they should and may appear listless. One may die every now and then. All too frequently she does not know the cause of the trouble and goes to the store and buys a package of tonic. The clerk is accepted as an expert on chicken diseases, even though he may have been selling pianos the week before. This sort of procedure is pure folly. One might as well call the druggist on the telephone the next time a member of the family becomes ill and ask him to send over some medicine at once. No reputable druggist would do this. Most raisers of chickens have the notion that they must put something in the drinking water. It does not seem to matter just what it is so long as it turns the water a color good to look at. The writer does not know of a single disease of poultry